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The Teeth.

Each jaw is provided with sixteen teeth, arranged in
a wide arch, so that four incisors are situated in the
crown of the arch, followed on either side by one canine;
upon the sides of the arch, which are prolonged back-
wards to some distance, we find in succession behind the
canine two bicuspids and four molars. The two arches,
following the well-known form of the crowns of the teeth,
are thin in front, gradually thickening towards the
molars, with which the broad ends of the arch terminate
symmetrically.

There is a striking difference between the two rows
of teeth, the crown of the arch of the lower teeth
being flatter than that of the upper. The result of this
peculiarity is that, when the teeth are closed, the incisors
of the upper jaw project beyond those of the lower.
It, therefore, generally happens that the upper incisors
overlap the lower, and that when the two rows of incisors
are made to meet, a gap is left between the molars of
the two jaws ; and further, that the incisors of the upper
jaw thus prolong the roof of the cavity of the mouth (the
oral cavity) anteriorly. This latter peculiarity is carried
out still further by the upper incisors, and especially the
two middle ones, being much broader and longer than
the corresponding teeth of the lower jaw.

The Mechanical Movements of the Cavity of the Mouth.

To obtain a proper acquaintance with the changes
in form of which the cavity of the mouth is capable, it
will first be necessary to consider the various mechanical
movements which, from this point of view, exercise an
influence upon the mouth.

Now,  that which naturally strikes us first is the